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LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
 
Welcome to the third edition of the CTE News, the Tempe Union High School 
District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs.  TUHSD has over 7000 students currently enrolled in 
22 different CTE programs in our district. ranging from Culinary to  Engineering, 
Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many more.  
 
All of our CTE programs allow teachers and students to interact with local busi-
nesses and community members, and these past few months we have been work-
ing hard to help expand such opportunities.  One way we have worked to do this, 
has been by expanding our industry advisory committees for all of our programs.  
We now have 10 separate industry advisory committees that meet 2-3 times per 
year to discuss different CTE programs.  Each committee is comprised of at least 
5 industry representatives working along with educators and local community 
members, all with a vested interest in the programs the committee is focused on.  
This fall we had successful meetings of all the committees, and this spring each of 
these committees will be meeting to set specific goals, and expand their outreach 
to welcome in additional members.  
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Mountain Pointe High 
School.  Mountain Pointe High School has seen great success in their CTE pro-
grams in the past, and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these suc-
cesses are ongoing. 
 
We hope you enjoy the information shared in this 
newsletter, and look forward to sharing more 
information with you in the future! 
 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

 January 19:  CTE Cadre 

 February 1:  CTE Peer  PLC m tg. 

 February 1:  Technical Theatre 
Advisory Committee mtg. 

 February 2:  CTE Cadre 

 February 9:  CTE Cadre 

 February 13:  Biotech Advisory 
Committee mtg. 

 February 16:  Early Childhood 
Advisory Committee mtg. 

 February 17:  Digital Media and 
Engineering Advisory Committee 
mtgs.  

 February 27:  Design and Busi-
ness Advisory Committee mtgs. 

 February 28:  Culinary And 
LPS Advisory Committee mtgs. 

 March 14:  CTE Update m tgs. 

 March 17:  Suns  TUHSD Ca-
reer Development Day 

 
 



 

WHAT ARE MTP    
STUDENTS SAYING 

ABOUT CTE? 
 
 

"I have taken 3 years of CTE credits 
and plan on getting a certificate. 
The CTE program at MP has 
helped prepare students for future 
jobs and career readiness."  
 

~  Micha Meehan, Business 
 
 
"I have taken 6 CTE classes 
throughout high school and I loved 
all of them.  I enjoy that everything 
is hands on."   
 

~ Ruth Yidnekatchew, Business 
 
 

 

Fun Fact:  Did you know that our Mountain 
Pointe Technical Theatre Program is recog-
nized as one of the  premier Technical Theatre  
Programs in Arizona? 

Entrepreneurship Students Close Deals and Make Customers Happy 
at Semiannual Market Day 

 
Michele Ramirez, Business 

On November 14th, 66 Entrepreneurship students took part in 
Mountain Pointe’s Market Day.  The Mountain Pointe Audito-
rium Lobby was filled with a variety of student made items 
such as T-shirts, spirit towels, bracelets, decorated cups and 
plenty of Mountain Pointe swag.  Two of the student compa-
nies, Essential Apparel and Pride Royalty, made over $300.00 
in revenue this semester.  Pride Royalty sold out of their 
Mountain Pointe themed shirts and Essential Apparel ended 
up making a $155.00 profit for the day selling hats and cell 
phone accessories.   
 
“Market Day was an enriching real world experience that pre-
pared me for the real world.”—Brice Lijewski, Entrepreneur 
Student 

Culinary Arts Caters to our 
Community 

 

Deb Stewart-Abley, Culinary 
 

Mountain Pointe Culinary Arts stu-
dents have catered for a number of 
community events this year including:  
MP Hall of Fame Recognition Night,  
TUHSD Business Appreciation Event, 
and TUHSD Admin Holiday Breakfast. 

JA STOCK MARKET  
CHALLENGE  

WINNERS 
 

Tamara Reichert, Business 

1st place winners  
Sean Quintana 
Kaishaun Scott 
Jesus Gutierrez 
Malcolm Prescott 
 
2nd place winners  
Tionne Caldwell 
Katie Liska 
Kendra Conard 
Scarlett Montgomery 
Kalila Liska 

Criminal Justice Students Rule During Mock Trial Program 
 

Eric Burrows, Law and Public Safety 

Although many of the schools in the Tempe Union High School District, and the large 
Phoenix area, already have a mock trial team, it is a new endeavor for the 2016-2017 
school year at Mountain Pointe High School.  With a core group of 14 students, the 
Mountain Pointe Mock Trial Team has been learning the details of criminal law, and 
working well to understand the nuances of courtroom presentation.  Mock trial is a na-
tionwide program for high school students (and increasingly college teams) to compete 
in an intellectual, academic, and professional setting, putting on a mock criminal case in 
front of an actual Superior Court judge with local attorneys judging the students on their 
ability to present a case, conduct direct and cross exams, argue the evidence code and 
present opening statements and closing arguments.  The students do all the work them-
selves and are in absolute charge of what goes on in the courtroom during the actual 
mock trial.  It is an amazing experience for the high school student to become a profes-
sional in the courtroom and become so skilled in the art of courtroom presentation.  

 
The Arizona Bar Foundation sponsors the statewide Arizona com-
petition (with the state champion heading to the National Mock 
Trial Championship in Hartford, Connecticut this coming May) 
and each year creates a fictitious mock trial case on which the 
state competition is based.   They are still defining the exact roles 
and witnesses they want to be, but there are an able group with 
high hopes and abundant ability.  “What a great group of kids,” 
says Eric Burrows, the Mountain Pointe teacher coach, “as fine as 
any I had on my state championship teams in California.   

Mountain Pointe High School 



 

MTP AND DVH TV 
PRODUCTIONS 
TEAM UP  FOR 

SKILLSUSA ON ICE 
 

Suzanne Idler, Film and TV 
 
Mt. Pointe TV Productions stu-
dents, thanks to generosity of 
Nikki Rogers, traveled with De-
sert Vista to Glendale for 
SkillsUSA on Ice where they 
toured Gila River Arena, learned 
from Coyotes executives and 
other industry mentors.  In the 
evening, they enjoyed a fun Coy-
otes Hockey game.  This is the 
first SkillsUSA event for TV Pro-
ductions and we look forward to 
more SkillsUSA events to come! 

EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS HAVE BEEN BUSY 
AT MOUNTAIN POINTE 

 

Jacque Ibsen, Early Childhood Education 

Early Childhood students attended the FCCLA 
Fall Leadership Camp, Becoming a Teacher 
101 class at ASU West, and volunteered at 
Mcclintock High School for the annual Smiles 
of Christmas event.  The FCCLA Leadership 
Training Camp was up in Prescott, September 
29 – October 1.  Students learned about lead-
ership skills needed to run an FCCLA Chapter 
as well as for success in life.  They were sepa-
rated into groups with students from around 
the state to met new people and develop 
strong teams. 

 

Students attended Becoming a Teacher 101 on 
November 7 at Arizona State University, West 
Campus.  They learned about the necessary skills 
needed to be successful in a career in education, 
as well as where a career in education may lead 
you.  The sessions included breakouts with hands 
on activities, information on navigating financial 
aid for college and a tour of the campus.  

 

Students attended the Smiles for Christmas event at 
McClintock High School.  The students sponsored 175 
children from Thew Elementary School.  The High School 
students escorted the children all morning, while they 
participated in fun holiday themed activities. 

IN THE NEWS WITH MP MEDIA 

Krystin Pinckard, Digital Communications 

Mountain Pointe Media has been busy learning in a 
hands-on work environment through various projects. 
Students are working on yearbook spreads for the 2017 
Pride's Mark yearbook, photo stories, news and more 
for VOTP.com, managing three social media accounts 
(@MPMedia17 on Snapchat, @PridesMark on Insta-
gram, and @VoiceOfThePride on Twitter), and keep-
ing our funds in order.  

Before December kicked off, some students and I en-
joyed the Phoenix Sun's Journalism Day. It was a stu-
dent's first time at an NBA game. Many students got 
their first taste of college when we visited & toured 
Walter Cronkite's School of Journalism & Mass Com-
munication. Students learned from industry profes-
sionals Paul Coro and Tom Leander.  It was interest-
ing to hear from former NBA player, now basketball 
analyst Tom Chambers. 

In December, we are also finalizing the 2017 Pride's 
Mark yearbook cover, and the editorial board is evalu-
ating progress on our program goals for the year. 

BACKSTAGE WITH 
TECHNICAL  

THEATRE  
 

Kim Bonagofski, Tech. Theatre 
 
Mountain Pointe Technical The-
atre 1-2 and 3-4 students com-
peted in the Skills USA/AZ 
Thespians Tech Challenge 
on Nov. 18/19 at the AZ Thespi-
an Festival.  
 
Jillian McDaniel (Technical 
Theatre 1-2)  and Tanner Perry 
(Technical Theatre 3-4) were 
selected to serve as All State 
Tech Crew for Festival. This 
crew is responsible for setting 
up exhibitors, getting the con-
vention center ready for the 
Festival and helping the main 
stage schools with set up, assist-
ing in Tech Challenge, various 
house manager tasks, and 
strike. They will also assist with 
general sessions, the keynote 
speaker, and the IE showcase 
and award ceremony.  
 
The Technical Theatre 3-4 class 
also built a traveling set for our 
Production of Miss Nelson is 
Missing and helped travel it to 
Centennial Middle School for 3 
performances on Nov 10th. We 
are currently working on de-
signing and building  for our 
upcoming student directed One 



“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, but we can 
at least prepare our children for the future.”  ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

CTE ADE 
ASSESSMENTS 

Day Date School 

Friday April 7 CDS 

Monday April 10 MHS 

Wednesday April 12 MDN* 

Thursday April 13 CHS 

Tuesday April 18 MTP 

Thursday April 20 THS 

Friday April 21 DVH 

We administered the practice CTE End of 
Program Assessment to over 1,100 of our 
students in November.  Preliminary re-
sults show that over 65% of our students met 
or exceeded the new cut scores. We look 
forward to all our students passing the final 
this spring. 

 

Spring 2017 Testing Dates 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 
 

Mountain Pointe DECA Diversity Project 

Mark Campbell, Business 

Three of my MTP DECA and Business Academy students are now coming to the end of their 
30 page public relation project to fulfill the requirement of the curriculum and their CTSO. 
You may have noticed the iceberg effect posters representing each of the races on campus and 
now they are planning the wrap up Diversity Showcase on January 12th throughout the 
school day.  

The event will take place in the Auditorium lobby. Each of the different races (Hispanic, 
Blacks, White, Asian, Pacific Islanders, Indian, and Native American) will have a booth that 
features artifacts that are unique to them. Artifacts can be anything from: art, music, clothing, 
food, jewelry, etc.. Students and teachers will have mini questions to complete where the an-
swers will be found by visiting the booths. It is meant to be purposeful. 

Mountain Pointe is a unique high school in that we are truly racially diverse so through this 
project we hope to:  educate MP about our diversity, celebrate our diversity as one pride na-
tion, and expose each other to elements within the different races. 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

TECH TIPS 

Julie Bisby and Aaron Golamb 
have been collecting inventory  
documentation from all of our 
CTE teachers and sites.  This 
information will help to  guide 
our future purchasing deci-
sions to ensure that our stu-
dents are being trained on 
equipment that is state of the 
art for the industry.  The infor-
mation teachers provide will 
also be useful for CTE budget-
ing and decisions regarding 
new equipment purchases. 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 

Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

Aaron Golamb 
CTE Technician 
agolamb@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 
 

Michelle Crary 
CTE Staff Development and  
Accountability Coordinator 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Staff Development  
Coordinator 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

CTE INDUSTRY 
CERTIFICATION 

The industry certifications for all 
CTE programs will be adminis-
tered as required by ADE before 
the end of the school year.  Teach-
ers, please take a moment to re-
view the industry certification re-
quirements you received, and the 
time needed to administer the cer-
tification.  We would like to ad-
minister the industry certification 
before April (where appropriate) to 
avoid conflicts with AzMerit, CTE 
ADE assessment, Accuplacer, 
AIMS Science, Civics retakes, AP 
testing, and monitoring visits.  
 
 

If you have questions or are ready 
to schedule your industry certifica-
tion, please contact Michelle Crary 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us. 
 
 
*  Please note date change. 


